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Abstract Submission for Learning Circle
Facts:
Abuses committed against communities of color by researchers have eroded trust among
these populations. To address this, a professor at a local university and a CBO are collaborating
to create an innovative structure to facilitate community education and participation in research.
The CBO will host a research review board consisting of residents and others who will be trained
to engage in dialogue with junior researchers and give them feedback about how to make their
research more sensitive and will also provide a feedback process to inform the community of
research outcomes. It is hoped that understanding of, trust and participation in clinical research
will be promoted and clinical investigators will be sensitized to community perspectives and
values.
Problem:
Despite both sides interest in successful implementation of these efforts, the CBO has
become concerned about whether the partnership can truly be equal and sustainable; whether true
community engagement will be able to take place given the limited funding and resources
allocated to it and finally, the level of power that the proposed panel of community residents will
have over how researchers implement their work.
Questions:
How do you convince the academic partner to engage in CBPR when it will mean a change in
the power dynamic?
How will use of CBPR create the “trust” that this partnership was supposed to address?
Engagement Plan:
Participants will review the case study and through a guided discussion, will address each
question posed.
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